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ABSTRACT 

With the trend of globalization, teaching English to young learners has been 

attracting a lot of  attention  all around the world, including Vietnam. In teaching 

English, teaching vocabulary is an indispensable activity. It is not only about 

helping students remember the meaning of words but also about helping them to 

hear words, pronounce words correctly and apply words in communication. So 

finding the effective teaching methods is an urgent demand of all teachers, 

especially Primary English teachers. Total Physical Response (TPR), developed by 

James Asher in 1960s, is a language teaching method which encourages people to 

combine language learning with physical actions. This study explores the 

application of TPR method to vocabulary teaching in a primary school by carrying 

out the quasi-experimental method with two groups of students from Quang Son 

primary school in Tam Diep city, Ninh Binh Province. In the process of the 

experiment, one group of students was taught by the TPR teaching method, another 

group of students was taught by the common traditional teaching method. The data 

from this experiment shows that "TPR" group had a better command of the 

vocabulary retention and physical actions could encourage students to enjoy 

learning English. Through the above results, this study is hoped to be a useful 

resource for teachers to understand as well as to apply the TPR method in the class 

and help students to learn effectively. 
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